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In order to study abroad successfully, you need to be 
proficient in the language(s) of instruction. “„



Common European Framework of Reference 
for Languages (CEFR)



Why do I have to hand in a language test if…

…I’m currently studying in that language?

…I already lived abroad?

…I had that language in school?

…I already had a test a few years ago?

… I’m a native speaker?



Requirements of our Partner Universities



Remove obstacles
for students to study

abroad

Strict language
requirements of our

partners

Logistical task of 
processing 1.300 

applications per year



Requirements

You need a valid proof of language proficiency, 
approved by the University of Mannheim.

Your language test cannot be older than two years
by the application deadline.

You need to fulfill the requirements of the
individual partner universities.



Native speaker

Unfortunately, native speakers often still require a 
formally valid language certificate.

Usually you are exempt from the language requirements only if

- you are a citizen of a country with a corresponding official language or
lingua franca

AND

- Have a high school diploma or bachelor's degree from a country with a 
corresponding official or common language

Please check this with us individually in any case! 

Notify us early enough before applying so that you can still provide
approved proof in case of doubt.



Which Language Test is required?

Language 
Certificate
(for all languages)

UniCert

CELI

DELE

DELF

TCF

CILS

TOEFL

DALF

CAE

IELTS

JLPT

TEF

SIELE

Duo-
lingo



These do not count as valid language tests

A-Level/High School Diploma/School Certificate
Language course
High School Year/School Exchange
Bachelor’s Degree in English…



Language Certificate

Test for all languages

Available via teachers for
students who major in that

language (e.g. English Studies)

Replacable by all common
language tests

Test available at Studium 
Generale (€40)

= Minimum requirement for
many Partner Universities



Alternative Tests for Languages other than
English



TOEFL iBT

Universally accepted

Institutional Code 7261

Preparation material in the
library and online

Online results available in 
approx. 10 days

TOEFL Home Edition



IELTS Academic

Universally accepted

Results available in approx. 13 
days (online earlier)

Preparation material in the
library and online



Duolingo English Test

Affordable online test for
English

Result in approx. 3 days

Relatively new; not widely
accepted amongst partner
universities

Can be used as prelimary
English test if the application
deadline permits this



Tests for English

Language Certificate TOEFL IELTS

Costs Starting at €40 $260 €229

Results usually 1-2 days Online: 8-10 days 13 days

Effort Moderate High High

Recommended
level*

minimum B2 Overall Score 80 
20 in every subcategory

Overall score 6.5 
6.0 in every subcategory

Acceptance Some exchange
programs

All exchange programs All exchange programs

*Requirements of partner university can be significantly higher, but in some cases, also lower.



Which test of Language Proficiency is
accepted at your prioritized University?  

Most important Source:

You do not have to look through the websites of the partner
universities, because separate conditions often apply to the 
exchange programs – we will inform you via the database.



Step 1: Filter



Step 2: Show Details



Step 3: Check Language Requirements



Step 3: Check Language Requirements



Step 3: Check Language Requirements



Deadline for Language Tests during the
Application Procedure

Always check the application instructions!

If it‘s possible to submit it later, still do it early on!

• Risk that you won’t get a test appointment on time.
• Knowledge that you fulfill the requirements of the host 

university

• Large differences possible between application deadlines
• Unfortunately, we have to reject incomplete applications



All non-German applicants please visit the

Website about special requirements for international students from 
Mannheim

https://www.uni-mannheim.de/en/academics/going-abroad/special-requirements-for-international-students-from-mannheim


Your Study Abroad Contacts

International Office

Organizational Questions

Application formalities,

language tests, 
scholarships, visa, housing, 
nomination process

Advisors in your School

Academic and study-
related questions

Course selection, credit
transfer, time window to
study abroad

Close collaboration, but different responsibilities
Please try to direct your questions to the right contact person.



Your Study Abroad Contacts

International Office Schools’ Contacts

Overview at: www.uni-mannheim.de/aaa

http://www.uni-mannheim.de/aaa


Thank you for your attention
and good luck with your

application!
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