Evaluation criterion and elements 
 “Excellence” is the sole criterion of evaluation. The panels will primarily evaluate the ground-breaking nature and ambition of the research project.  At the same time, the panels will evaluate the intellectual capacity and creativity of the Principal Investigator, with a focus on the extent to which the Principal Investigator has the required scientific expertise and capacity to successfully execute the project. The detailed evaluation elements applying  to these two categories are set out below.
Research Project. The ground-breaking nature and ambition of the Research Project is assessed as follows:
At Step 1:▪ To what extent does the research address important scientific questions?
▪ To what extent are the project’s objectives ambitious, will the project advance the frontier of  knowledge and is the proposed approach scientifically convincing?
At Step 2:▪ To what extent does the research address important scientific questions?
▪ To what extent are the project’s objectives ambitious, will the project advance the frontier of  knowledge and is the proposed approach scientifically convincing?
▪ To what extent are the research methodology and working arrangements appropriate to achieve the goals of the project? ▪ To what extent are the timescales and resources adequate and properly justified?

Principal Investigator. The intellectual capacity and creativity of the Principal Investigator is assessed as follows:
At Step 1 and Step 2: 
▪ To what extent has the PI demonstrated the ability to conduct groundbreaking research? ▪ To what extent does the PI provide evidence of creative and original thinking?
▪ To what extent does the PI have the required scientific expertise and capacity to successfully  execute the project
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