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o — Purpose: advancing research into purpose,
organizations and society

ENGAGE.EU is an alliance of leading European
universities in business, economics, and social
sciences, aiming to provide European citizens
with the set of skills and competencies they need
to face current and future societal challenges

The ENGAGE.EU Think Tanks provide a forum
for intensive academic exchange. Researchers
will exchange their ideas with colleagues from
ENGAGE.EU partners and inform and learn from
leading industry and policy experts. Participants
can build new research collaborations and launch
new projects, papers, or funding applications.

The Think Tank 2025 will bring together
researchers from the ENGAGE.EU partner
universities who share an interest in research
on purpose, and implications for business
contribution to the UN Sustainable Develop
Goals and Societal Grand Challenges. The role
that Business can play is seen as critical in the
achievement of the UN SDG goals, and this Think
Tank will provide a forum to explore the topic
of defining and reconceptualizing purpose in
the corporate / business context, and how this
reconceptualization of purpose can influence a
widerange of stakeholders, including individuals,
organizations, and society in the achievement of
SDGs.
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Areas of interest include, but are not limited to:
Purpose

. What is purpose? Philosophical and
ethical foundations of business organizational
purpose. What values are associated with
purpose? Can we measure purpose? What is the
relationship between CSR and purpose?

. What is the relationship between
business models and organizational purpose?

. Identity and organizational purpose:
How does a business organization’s identity
contribute to the formulation of purpose and
vice versa? How can organizations align their
business logics, identity and purpose? How does
the interplay between business organizational
purpose and identity influence strategic
decisions? What is the interplay between
business purpose and mission and vision?

. Objectives and organizational purpose:
how does a business organization’'s objectives
reflect purpose in strategic planning? What
mechanisms can ensure that an organization’'s
objectives are consistently aligned with
purpose? How does purpose influence the
setting of objectives at different levels within
the organization?

. Performance and organizational
purpose: How does business organizational
purpose influence organizational performance?
What is the influence of purpose on employee
behaviors and motivation? How does purpose
influence job satisfaction and well-being? How

does organizational purpose influence ESG
performance? How does purpose influence
resilience?

. Purpose and organizational change:

How does business organizational purpose
influence organizational change? How does
purpose influence organizational response to a
rapid change/crisis? How does purpose influence
innovation and entrepreneurship?

. Purpose and system transformation:
What role does business purpose have in system
transformation? How does purpose influence
collaboration with others within systems?

Purpose in management practice

. Developing purpose within
organizations: How is purpose developed
within business organizations? What factors
influence the development of purpose within an
organization? What is the role of leadership in
developing purpose?

. Purpose, people and relationships: How
does business organizational purpose influence
relationships with employees, customers and
other stakeholders? What role does purpose play
in managing and resolving conflicts?

. Purpose and culture: What is the
relationship between purpose and organizational
culture?

. Consciousness and purpose: How
does business organizational consciousness
influence the formulation and realization of
individual, organizational and societal purpose?
Can heightened levels of organizational
consciousness lead to profound and impactful

purpose?

. Individual and organizational purpose:
What is the relationship between individual and
business organizational purpose?

. Stakeholders and purpose: Which
stakeholders influence the development of
business purpose, and the roles of internal and
external actors? How does societal expectations
influence business purpose?

Organizational Purpose and Societal
Outcomes: How does purpose translate into
organizationalresponse? What are the directional
flows and relationships between organizational
purpose and societal goal setting and impact?
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Policy and Governance

. Legal frameworks and purpose: How do
legal frameworks influence the formulation and
realization of a business organization’s purpose?
What are the implications of corporate purpose
for company law?

. Corporate governance and purpose: what
are the implications of purpose for corporate
governance models and mechanisms? What
are the implications of new legal forms of “for-
purpose, for-profit” for governance systems?

Opportunities For Participating Researchers

The ENGAGE.EU Think Tank 2025 aims to
attract researchers from various fields, who
share an interest in research on organisational
purpose. During the research stay in Vienna,
participants will explore shared interests and
build research projects with an international and
interdisciplinary team of researchers specialized
in similar research topics. The Think Tank will be
the start of the process of developing a distinct
study area. Participants will gain new insights
into current research developments, through
keynotes, roundtables, and workshops.

To ensure that the programme corresponds
to your needs and expectations, details of the
programme will depend on the final group
composition and specific research interests.

The goal is to establish an active network of
purpose scholars within ENGAGE.EU, develop
a clear research agenda around Organizational
Purpose, leading to an active and collaborative
community of scholars, dedicated to the
development of the Ffield.

The research stay will include an extensive
academic programme and access to the Facilities
at WU. Accommodation will be covered by WU.
Please contact your institutional coordinator for
the details on travel expenses.

Your profile

The ENGAGE.EU Think Tank is open to senior
and post-doctoral researchers affiliated with
the universities of the ENGAGE.EU alliance and
who:

« explore topics related to business
organizational purpose,

e aim to develop their expertise in their field
of research,

e areinterested in collaborative and
interdisciplinary dialogue,

e want to engage in a scholarly network which
is developing the organizational purpose
field.

Our expectations

As part of the ENGAGE.EU research stay,
researchers are expected to:

e participate in exchange on the ENGAGE.EU
research collaboration platform and in three
online workshopsin November 2024, January
and February 2025,

e stayat WU for the duration of the Think Tank
(March 3 -7, 2025) and take active partin all
activities,

+ exchange ideas and interact with Think Tank
participants and other relevant stakeholders
about their research and research related
projects,

e Beinterestedin continuing the collaboration
aftertheThinkTank,inthe formofworkshops,
publication projects or funding applications.


https://www.research-community-engage.eu/
https://www.research-community-engage.eu/
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Application

The application for the Think Tank has two steps:

1. Fill out the online application form by
October 12, 2024.

2. Submit a brief CV, including list of
publications to the Think Tank contact point at
your university.

Selection

Submitted applications will First be evaluated
by each ENGAGE.EU partner. The selection
committee made up by the vice presidents/vice
rectors of research from all partners make the
final selection.

Applications are evaluated according to the
following criteria:

. demonstrated high-quality research
potential and interest in collaborative research
projects,

Academic host

WU Institute for Responsibility and Sustainability
in Global Business (RSGB-I)

Prof. Wendy Chapple

https://www.wu.ac.at/rsgb

An information session on the Think Tank will
be held in mid-September 2024. Successful
candidates will be informed in early December
2024,

An information session on the Think Tank will
be held in mid-September 2024. Successful
candidates will be informed in early December
2024.

. established interest in and relevance for
research in the theme of the Think Tank,

. relevant research ideas for Ffuture

research or ongoing papers,

. potential for contributing to ENGAGE.
EU’s mission.

Final decisions also consider criteria for
cohort composition, including but not limited
to complementarity of research interests,
disciplinary balance, institutional diversity and
demographic diversity.


https://www.wu.ac.at/rsgb 
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Contacts:
* Luiss University: MarcoPerone Pacifico
(mperonepacifico@luiss.it)

* NHH Norwegian School of Economics: Tor
Andreassen (Tor.Andreassen@nhh.no)

» Tilburg University: James Small (j.s.small@
tilburguniversity.edu)

* University of Mannheim: Dirk Simons
(engage@uni-mannheim.de)

* University of National and World Economy:
Venelin Boshnakov (venelinb@unwe.bg)

Université Toulouse Capitole: Myriam
Greusard (myriam.@ut-capitole.fr)

WU Vienna University of Economics and
Business: Roland Humer (roland.humer@
wu.ac.at)

Hanken School of Economics: Sirpa Aalto
(sirpa.aalto@hanken.Ffi)

Ramon Llull University: Anna Caellas
(acaellas@rectorat.url.edu)
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Data Protection Statement

WU (Vienna University of Economics and Business) and the WU ENGAGE.EU Project Office are committed to
protecting your personal data. Your personal data are kept confidential and processed in accordance with the
provisions of the applicable data protection laws. In fulfillment of our obligation to provide information
pursuant to Articles 13 and 14 of the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR), we would like to inform you
about the types of personal data that are processed in connection with the activities of the WU ENGAGE.EU
Project Office and about the purposes for which these data are processed.

CONTACT INFORMATION

Controller: Data Protection Officer:

WU (Vienna University of Economics and Business) WU (Vienna University of Economics and Business)
WU ENGAGE.EU Project Office c/o Data Protection Officer

Welthandelsplatz 1, 1020 Vienna Welthandelsplatz 1, 1020 Vienna

. datenschutzbeauftragter@wu.ac.at
rectors.office@wu.ac.at

If you have any general questions or requests regarding data protection at WU, you can write to
datenschutz@wu.ac.at.

WHICH TYPES OF PERSONAL DATA ARE PROCESSED?

We process the personal data that are relevant for assessing research project applications, e.g. project head,
title/academic degree, name, address, institute, CV data, project budgets, data on project partners, travel
plans, funding program, funding body, project title, project application data.

FOR WHICH PURPOSES DO WE PROCESS YOUR DATA?

We process your personal data for assessing, deciding on, and processing of research project applications, as
well as for carrying out anonymized statistical analyses. In addition, we also process your data for purposes
prescribed by law, in particular to fulfill our statutory data retention obligations.

WHAT IS THE LEGAL BASIS FOR PROCESSING YOUR DATA?
- Art. 6 (1) item a of the GDPR — consent

You can withdraw your consent to any future data processing at any time by sending a written notice to the
WU ENGAGE.EU Project Office (rectors.office@wu.ac.at). However, any processing of your data which occurred
before consent was withdrawn remains legal and unaffected. If you withdraw your consent, all data processing
activities that are not permissible without consent will be stopped immediately once we receive your notice of
withdrawal of consent, and the data on which these activities were based will be deleted. Withdrawal of
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consent by the applicant and the resulting deletion of the applicant’s personal data will lead to the termination
of any decision-making procedures that may have been initiated for assessing the application.

- Art. 6 (1) item b of the GDPR — performance of a contract to which the data subject is party or taking
steps prior to entering into a contract
- Art. 6 (1) item c of the GDPR — compliance with a legal obligation to which WU is subject

DOES THE PROCESSING INVOLVE ANY AUTOMATED DECISION-MAKING (INCLUDING PROFILING)?

The processing of the personal data does not involve any automated decision-making.

ARE YOU OBLIGATED TO PROVIDE YOUR PERSONAL DATA?

For us to be able to assess research project applications, it is necessary that you provide the data we need to
assess the application and to fulfill our contractual and statutory obligations. The required fields for data that
has to be provided are marked with an asterisk (*) in the application forms.

TO WHICH OTHER PARTIES DO WE PASS ON YOUR DATA?

For the assessment of individual projects, the project applications and the attached additional documents may
be sent to external experts or funding bodies and their affiliated entities. These recipients are obligated to take
appropriate technical and organizational measures for ensuring data security and the confidentiality of the
personal data.

HOW LONG DO WE STORE YOUR DATA?

After complete fulfillment of the contract, we store your personal data until the expiry of all applicable
warranty periods, statutes of limitations, and retention periods (pursuant to the Commercial Code
[Unternehmensgesetzbuch, UGB], Federal Fiscal Code [Bundesabgabenordnung, BAO], and the General Civil
Code [Allgemeines biirgerliches Gesetzbuch, ABGB].

WHAT ARE YOUR RIGHTS AS A DATA SUBJECT?

As a data subject affected by these data processing activities, you have the following statutory rights vis-a-vis
WU as the controller, pursuant to the GDPR:

¢ Right to information and access to the data
* Right to correction of data

* Right to deletion of the data

* Right to restrict the data processing

¢ Right to data portability

¢ Right to object to the data processing

As a data subject, you also have the right to file a complaint with the Austrian Data Protection Authority.
Further information on your rights as a data subject is available on the website of the Austrian Data Protection
Authority at https://www.data-protection-authority.gv.at/rights-of-the-data-subject.



https://www.data-protection-authority.gv.at/rights-of-the-data-subject

