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Schedule for today

1. Basics about Open Access

2. Open Access on an institutional level

3. Where to publish your next research article? 

4. Can you republish one of your closed article in OA?

5. Discussion about OA and dissertation thesis
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1. Basics
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Open Access Definition

„By “open access” to this literature, we mean its free 
availability on the public internet, permitting any users to 
read, download, copy, distribute, print, search, or link to the 
full texts of these articles, crawl them for indexing, pass them 
as data to software, or use them for any other lawful purpose, 
without financial, legal, or technical barriers other than those 
inseparable from gaining access to the internet itself. “ 
(Budapest Open Access Declaration, 2002)
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https://www.budapestopenaccessinitiative.org/read/


Spectrum of Open Access shades
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In practice the term „Open Access“ is used for a wide
spectrum of open:

freely available online CC-BY…



Why Open Access?
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dissemination

citations

funders

politics

Danny Kingsley & Sarah Brown (2015): Benefits of Open Access. CC-BY 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Benefitsofopenaccess_cc-by_logo.pd_eng.jpg

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Benefitsofopenaccess_cc-by_logo.pd_eng.jpg


Different Open Access roads
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• Golden road: publish in an open access journal with article
processing charges (APC)

• Green road: deposit version in an openly accessible
repository or preprint server
(most journals allow this as part of their author rights)

• Hybrid OA: Subscription-based journal with option to buy
out individual articles in open access (generally not 
recommended)

(e.g. Alliance licenses, DEAL, 
Read & Publish contracts)



OA status of all publications in 
journals from Germany

Data from Scopus via Open Access Monitor https://open-access-monitor.de/open-access
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In 2021:
52,7% 
immediate OA
18,2 % green
OA
43,8 % closed
access

https://open-access-monitor.de/open-access


Open Access statetements from
politics
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• Open Access strategy of Germany (BMBF 2016), 
Koalitionsvertrag 2021
– goal: to establish Open Access as common standard

• Open Access strategy and mandate of the EU:
– 2013 and 2015 (renewed): Science Europe Principles on Open 

Access to Research Publications

– 2016: European Council decides to achieve immediate Open 
Access for all scientific publications target by 2020 (Video from 
the press conference, article in Science)

– 2021: cOAlition S (with many other funders): Plan S = mandate for 
immediate OA for all publications in funded projects

https://www.bmbf.de/SharedDocs/Publikationen/de/bmbf/1/24102_Open_Access_in_Deutschland.html
https://open-access.network/services/news/artikel/koalitionsvertrag-2021-open-access-als-standard
https://www.scienceeurope.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/SE_POA_Pos_Statement_WEB_FINAL_20150617.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/avservices/video/player.cfm?ref=I121286&sitelang=EN
http://www.sciencemag.org/news/2016/05/dramatic-statement-european-leaders-call-immediate-open-access-all-scientific-papers
https://www.coalition-s.org/


Research funders are mandating
or requesting Open Access
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• Plan S: Mandate for immediate Open Access for all grant 
applicators after 2021 when receiving money from:
– European Commission / Research Council

– national funders from F, A, UK, NL, GB, IR, LU, NO, P, SL, SE, FI, JO

– International Funders: WHO, Wellcome Trust, Gates Foundation

– https://www.coalition-s.org/

• DFG: grant recipients are requested to publish their 
project results in open access (no mandate)

• BMBF: Mandate for Open Access either in OA journals or 
by green OA with an embargo period of at most 12 
months

https://www.coalition-s.org/


2. Institutional Level
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Open Access policy, 
Open Access representative

• Open Access policy
– Gives some institutional view on Open Access

– May refer to external OA declaration

– Advices researchers

– Clarify who is supporting them and what services might exist

– Open Access representative (=Open Access Beauftragte*r)



Repository, bibliography, research
information system

• University‘s Bibliography
– all publications of researchers from the university

– bibliographic metadata, i.e. who has written what, where and when
etc.

• Research Information System (FIS, CRIS)
– Extension of an university‘s bibliography

– May also contain grants, awards, conference talks etc.

• Repository
– Archive and (re)publish publications

– On an university‘s server

– With standardize vocabulary and APIs

• E.g. https://madoc.bib.uni-mannheim.de/

https://madoc.bib.uni-mannheim.de/


OA Hands-on Exercise 1

• Find the Open Access policy of your university/institution
and read it. Is there anything special in it?

• Who is the open access representative at your institution?

• Does your institution have a repository? Provide an URL to
it.

• Use https://pad.gwdg.de/s/M8-s33csT/edit for
collaboratively doing some notes about this.

https://pad.gwdg.de/s/M8-s33csT/edit


Open Access Services

• Libraries are usually providing Open Access services and 
support to researchers

• Open Access funds (for articles + books)

• Licenses with OA-component

• Help for republishing in Open Access
(OA-Zweitveröffentlichungsservice)

• And more, e.g.
– ORCID service

– Hosting OA journals

– Open Access University Press for books

– Open Science Grants

– …



OA-Publishing Fund
(for University of Mannheim)

Who? Where? How much?

In „pure“ OA journals

with quality control

employees and doctoral

candidates at the

University of Mannheim

APC up to 2.000 €

„submitting“ resp.
„corresponding author“



Licences with OA-component
(for University of Mannheim)

• The library has agreed with some publishers on licenses 
with an OA-component. Then all publications from 
researchers at the university can be published in OA 
without additional fees.

• This includes most subscription-based journals by
– Cambridge UP

– SAGE

– Wiley

– Springer Nature

– Hogrefe

– ACM

– de Gruyter (from 2022)



Hosting of complete OA journals
or OA conference proceeding

• MAJOURNALS = platform for editors to handle the journal
workflow of OA journals and OA series + supporting
services for that

• https://majournals.bib.uni-mannheim.de/
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https://majournals.bib.uni-mannheim.de/


• Researchers share the same name, researchers change name, 
different writings of your name

• ORCID = Open Researcher and Contributor ID

• Identifier for researchers
– unique, persistent, non-proprietary identifier

– E.g. https://orcid.org/0000-0003-1032-3981

– in your control

• Platform for data, connected to services from over 1.450 
universities, over 120 publishers, over 50 academic societies, 
45 research funders, etc.

• ORCID is more and more used in publications and your ORCID 
record will be linked more often therefore.

Excursus: What is an ORCID iD?

https://orcid.org/0000-0003-1032-3981


ORCID-Service

• Export all your publications from MADOC to your ORCID 
record and keep it up-to-date

• Connect once in MADOC with your ORCID iD and grant us 
rights, then we can do the rest



OA Hands-on Exercise 2

• Check what Open Access services you find at your library
resp. at your university/institution.

• Use https://pad.gwdg.de/s/M8-s33csT/edit again for listing
these services.

https://pad.gwdg.de/s/M8-s33csT/edit


3. Where to publish your next research article? 
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My criterias for choosing a journal

• Topic fits into the scope of the journal

• Open Access possiblities

• Journal and publisher which cares about research (first) and 
not money

• Peer review and publication process

• Innovative publication extras

What else do you care for choosing a journal?



My criterias for choosing a journal

• Topic fits into the scope of the journal

• Open Access possiblities

• Journal and publisher which cares about research (first) and 
not money

• Peer review and publication process

• Innovative publication extras

What else do you care for choosing a journal?

Collected other points from the
workshop on 2022-09-29



Tools

• DOAJ = Directory of Open Access Journals: https://doaj.org/
– All journals there are (pure) open access, fulfill some quality checks, 

and are peer reviewed

– Search a journal in the area of your manuscript, e.g. 
psycholinguistics

– Search similar articles and look at the journals they published in, 
e.g. cinema in morocco

• B!SON (beta): https://service.tib.eu/bison/
– You need title, abstract and your references for a search

• Journal Finder: https://finder.open-access.network/
– Choose publication type, your role, your affiliation and filter further

https://doaj.org/
https://doaj.org/search/journals?ref=homepage-box&source=%7B%22query%22%3A%7B%22query_string%22%3A%7B%22query%22%3A%22psycholinguistics%22%2C%22default_operator%22%3A%22AND%22%7D%7D%2C%22track_total_hits%22%3Atrue%7D
https://doaj.org/search/articles?ref=homepage-box&source=%7B%22query%22%3A%7B%22query_string%22%3A%7B%22query%22%3A%22cinema%20in%20morocco%22%2C%22default_operator%22%3A%22AND%22%7D%7D%2C%22track_total_hits%22%3Atrue%7D
https://service.tib.eu/bison/
https://finder.open-access.network/


OA Hands-on Exercise 3

• Make groups of size 3-4.

• Choose someone‘s manuscript/topic for the next research
article

• Try some searches in the mentioned tools to find an OA 
journal

• Discuss the results



Check Open Access possiblities
for a given journal

• Your choosen journal is a pure OA journal

– With APC →maybe a publishing fund can cover that

– No APC

• Your journal is a mainly subscription based journal
– With hybrid OA option→ don‘t do this, it is not sustainable

– With a publish and read deal from your library→make sure that it
is covered and therefore without any charges for you

– Else → try to republish it in Open Access possibly with an embargo

In doubt, ask your local Open Access team or representative ☺



4. Can you republish one of your closed article in 
OA?
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Legal situation in closed access
journals

• transfered most copyrights to the publishers

• Publishers can grant authors some special rights (author
rights)
– Republishing your paper freely available

• after some embargo

• in a specific version (preprint, postprint, publisher‘s version)

• in a institutional repository

• mentioning/citing the published version

• other restrictions

– Details on their website, or ask the publisher/editors

– Start with SherpaRomeo (tool): https://v2.sherpa.ac.uk/romeo/

• also republishing right by law (§ 38 UrhR), but …

https://v2.sherpa.ac.uk/romeo/


OA Hands-on Exercise 4

• We work together as one group

• Name of a closed access journal you published in lately

• Search it in SherpaRomeo and read the republishing
possiblities together

• Repeat with another one



5. Discussion about OA and dissertation thesis
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